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Consider how you are managing your retirement accounts. Is your goal to continue to grow your assets or to provide a regular income? Your 
goal determines the allocation of your assets (e.g., whether you choose to put more money in the stock market or in bonds). Taxes also come 
into play, because they will affect the amount of money available for use in retirement.. Does it make more sense for you to pay taxes on your 
investments now, or to grow your investments tax-deferred? There’s no right answer for everyone, but asset allocation and taxes must both be 
considered when it comes to maximizing your retirement savings.

Investments

Fees 

What are your investment goals?

Be active when planning for passive income.

⬜  Growth

Growth investing focuses on growing 
capital through stocks, the earnings 
of which are expected to grow at an 
above-average rate compared to the 
market as a whole. Investing with the 
primary goal of growth tends to involve 
more risk than investing for income. 

⬜  Income
Income from investments can come 
in the form of interest, dividends, and 
capital gains. Investment income can 
be earned from savings accounts, 
stocks, bonds, annuities, real estate, 
retirement accounts, and more.

Tax Treatment

✅ My Investments:

Income (Loaned):

⬜  Savings Account

⬜  CD

⬜  Money Market

⬜  Bonds

⬜  Annuities

✅ My time horizon is ______ years.

Tax-Deferred

Growth (Owned):

⬜  Stocks

⬜  Real Estate

⬜  Gold

⬜  TSP

⬜  401(k)

⬜  IRA

Long Time HorizonShort Time Horizon

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Stable Moderately Stable Balanced Very aggressive

Cash Bonds Equity

Almost all investment 
accounts charge 
management fees; 
these are often a 
percentage of your 
account value.

Depending on your 
financial goals, 
investing tax-deferred 
may help to grow your 
investments.

*Initial amount invested is 
$50,000.
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The Power of Tax-Deferred Growth
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Evaluate the investments you already have before making new ones. This includes retirement plans, mutual funds, stocks, bonds, real estate, business assets, 
and more. Select new investments based on how they will complement those you already have in accomplishing your goals. Consider your time horizon when 
selecting new investments and determining asset allocation. Investing tax-deferred can help grow your investments depending on your financial situation and 
plan, but an all tax-deferred investment portfolio may leave you will a large tax bill every year throughout retirement. Investing after-tax money means you are 
paying taxes now.

Evaluate your current investments and tax situation.

➡  Taxable

Any growth and income generated 
by the account are immediately 
taxable. Growth will be reported to 
the IRS and is considered income.

➡ Tax-deferred
Any growth and income generated 
by the account are not immediately 
taxable. Taxes are deferred until the 
money is withdrawn. 


